got the vote.   Freedom of women is, thus,. not part and
parcel of western civilization.

Granting that women have all along had equal rights
with men in the West, should the East insist on the subordi-
nation of women as an indigenous culture-trait and resist
equality as an exotic importation ?

8. Dynamic West

Another culture trait attributed to the West is that it is
dynamic, while the East is static.   Is this true ?   And has it
been so ?   Toynbee thought that "Unchanging East" was a
catchword which ucollapses at a touch." He exclaimed: "We
are left wondering how this vulgar error can ever have ob-
tained its hold*"3   He pictures the experience of a citizen of
Bagdad who had learnt from archeological investigations
something of its ancient civilization and who subsequently
visits modern Switzerland. There he observes "with astonish-
ment and delight that the pastoral life with which he is
familar from the books about the ancient lake-dwellers (of
his country)., . is being lived, apparently unchanged, by the
Swiss herdsmen of today!   How different from Iraq, where
the disinterred vestiges of Ur and Babylon and Ninevah pro-
claim to any Bagdadi who sets eyes on them that in his
country life is aflux, and history a synonym for Change. And
now the Bagdadi has discovered the "Unchanging West*"1
At the present time, says Stoddard "throughout its huge
length and breadth Asia writhes in utter revolution .. * This
prodigious transformation is more sudden, more intense, and
"above all more complex than anything the West has ever
known."2

1.   Toynbee, THE STUDY OF HISTORY, Vol. I, p. 164.

2.   Toynbee, THE STUDY OF HISTORY, p. 167.

3*   Stoddard, CLASHING TIDES OF COLOUR, p. 191.
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